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P R E  C I  P I T  A T I O  N .  
The general distribution of the rain and melted snow is shown by the isohyetal 

lines on the accompanying chart, in drawing which ahout two liundred of the voliiiiteer 
observers' reports have been combined with t,hose of the Signal Service Stations. 
The rainfall in the Gulf and Atlantic States has been, in general, oiie of the largest on 
record; thdt at Vicksburg, where sisteeii inches fell in four dajs, has been quite without 
precedent. 

As with the rainfall in the South, so with the snowfall in the eastern section of the -~ 

country, n.ndequally so in the far West. 
The snow fall in Maine has varied from 16 to 41 inches. 

L i  I L  in New Humpshire 30 to 43 " 

in Vermont I L  33 to 6G 

, I  ii in Connecticut I L  12 to sa 
I 1  l i  in New Tork I '  10 to 50 

L l  I L  

I L  L i  in Massachuset ts 11 to 5 4 

ii I 1  in Pennsylvania 4? to 38 
in Ohio 2 to 16 Ii 

.I i ii in Indiana 2 to 4 
I 1  L L  in  llliiiois 6 to 11 L L  

i L  L L  

I n  Colorado 20 iiichcs, and in New Mesico 15, fell in  a single storm on the 20th. 
The total fall in Colorado appears to have varied between 18 and 33 accoi'diiig to the 
locality of the stations, being entirely without precedent since the settlement of the 
State in 1S57, and producing great destruction among the herds of cattle and sheep, kc. 

At the close of the iiiouth several inches of snow rernnined on the ground through- 
olit northern New Tork and New England, and grenl drifts in the rnviiies in Colordo. 

W I N D S .  
The prevailing winds are shown hy the arrows 011 Map No. 3. North and east winds 

Of special instances of severe winds probably those observed a t  Long Branch on the 
Hourly velocities of 64 and 72 miles were re- 

have been unusually frequent throii@out the Northeast and Korthwest. 

25th and 2Gth were the most unusual. 
corded on those dates. 

(1 A U T IO N A R Y 8 I (7 N A L S I  
Reports have been received from 37 stations concerning the justification of Caution- 

ary Storin Signals displayed at  those ports. No esact iiiforiiiation is at  hand with refer- 
ence to the despittches sent to the Caiiaclinn Government. With respect to the biglla1 
Service stations, out of 153 sigiids diuphyed at  37 ports, 114 or 76 per cent. hnrc been 
justified, 33 or 21 per cent not justified, and G or 4 per cent,. late, while 44 cases are re- 
ported in which signals were neeclecl but not displayed. 

R I P E R  F L O O D B .  
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STATIONS. 

The first, and tliird remninccl open at, talle ~ 1 i i 1  of' the iiioiith aid must continue so until the 
waters have subsided enough to ,zllow filling tlicin up ; that at  &I~~Cullum's was closed 
on the 28th. Through thcse crevasses a id  generid overflow of t l ~ e  bnn1;s of the Missis- 
sippi the whole valley of the river lins been &vnstnted to such 811 estent that it is esti- 
mated that the loss will be equivalent to one.sisth of the niinual produce of the region 
in question. The highest a id  lowest water recordecl at the Signal Service stations are 
given in the accompanying table. 

HEIGHT OF RIVERN ABOVE LOW W A T E R  MARK, 

- 
LIA'I'L. 

APRIL --- 

.................. 
Ida Crosue ................. 
Le Claire .................. 
Dubiirlue.. .............. 
Dave11 port ................ 
Keokuk .................... 
Warsaw .................... 
St. Louis ................... 
Cairo ........................ 
Heletin ..................... 
New Orlenns .............. 

hteiuphie ................... 
Vickshurg ................. 

MIWO URI. 
Fort Fi111y ................ 
I'an k ton ................. 
Oniiths .................... 
Plat tsmou t,h .............. 
St,. Joseph ................ 
Leaven wort 11.. .......... 
B~IDSRS City ............. 
Brunswick ............... 
Boonevil le ................ 
Jrffereon City ........... 
Hermaun.. ............... 

Lexington ................ 

27 
30 
30 
30 
30 

1 
30 
24 
2 i  
3i) 
:3j 
31) 
15 

EST. 
HEIGHT. 

FRt. Inrli. 

3 6  
11 4 
7 5  
1 4  
6 3  
3 11 
9 3 
7 0  
6 1  
8 9  
9 9 

111 8 

It 0 
7 1; 
5 9  

10 3 
7 0  
7 8  
6 8  

18 11 
4 i  4 
34 IO 
4.3 2 
4.5 8 
0 7: 

* Above high water mark. 

I C E  I N  

- 
il.\'rE 

APIIII. - 

22 
1 

1.5 
IS 
1s 
18 
1 n 
18 
1 ri 
15 
4 

1 R 

12 
5 
2 
1 

18 
19 
19 
18 
i 
ti 

14 
i; 

30 

LOWEST. ( 1  - !I STATIONS. 
i i x i i ' r .  

RED KIT-ER. 
Sh reveport ............... 

5 10 $ 1 1  

2 1 7  
( 1  Nti.shville ................ 

5 10 
3 8  
1 4  
5 7  
3 x 
5 8  

OHIO. 

Marietta ................ 
Ciiiciniiati. ............. 
Louisville ................ 
Evnuaville.. ............. 
Pntliicah ................ 

Pittsburgh.. ............. 

3 5 1) Freeport. .................. 
t i  4 II 

I'OUCHIOC+HENI' 
.............. 

1s 1 I/ 
X3 -l (i NO.iVTOiV(.:d HELA. 
4 3  0 I) 
40 9 I !  illorgantown ............ 
4 3  0 '! u I ew Genera ........... 
1 8t/l B roansville.. ........... 

I! 

LOWEST. 
1IATP. 

APRII- -- 

15 

1 

1 
3 
8 
2 

10 
r 
1 

3 

e 

1 
1 
7 

HE1l:tIT. 

+er. Iwh .  - 

25 5 

12 2 

5 11 
i 5  

18 8 
x ci 

12 8 
27 3 

1 8! 

110 

2 11 
0 3  
a 0  

t Below high water niark. 1 Below bench mark. 

R . I Y E R S !  L A K E S ,  
The ice is reported to have cleared away on thc following clutes, so as not to iinperle 

navigation a t  the placcs named : 
011 the Srd, i i t  Gardiner, ?de.l the Keiinebec river having been closed 134 days at  

Augusta ; on the 16tl.1, at. St,. Pad, Miiiii ; 011 the 1 4 t h  at Breckenridgc, Minil.; on the 
16th, nt Baiigor, Me.; on the 18th, at Hiiffalo, N. I-.; on the 53d, at Yenibilia; on the 
30th, at Escanaba ; and on the 29tli, at Rocliester, the Erie cniial was opened. 


